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Opening hymn – Walk in the Light 

Welcome -   

Introduction - READER 

 Good evening everybody and welcome to this „prayer night for young people‟. 

The evening will consist of quiet reflection and a short ritual. We will also have 

music provided by the choir. I hope you will enjoy this evening and find 

something in it that will give meaning to your life at this time. This is an 

evening for you – a chance to look at your own lives and to reflect on where 

God fits in. We will begin tonight by looking at some images on the screen. 

The choir will sing and I invite you to get comfortable and read the reflective 

questions on the screen, which looks at the issues that are important in our 

lives just now. 

Slide Show – TRUST, SURRENDER, BELIEVE, RECEIVE. 

INSTRUMENTAL 

 

READER:  

All of us have concerns and worries in our lives so tonight is a chance to reflect on 

how, and if, God fits into our busy days. We will use singing, quiet prayer and 

meditation. Meditation is a quiet and inward form of prayer in which you sit with 

God in the silence of your hearts. 

 

The last slide reads – Where am I now? We are all at different stages in our life 

journey. Some of us are very happy with who we are and where our lives are going. 

Some of us may struggle a little more. Sometimes we need to take time out of our 

days and ask these questions that we saw on the opening slide. Some of these 

questions read: 

 What is important in your life? What gives your life meaning? 

 Who are the important people in your life?   

 What worries you? What do you struggle to cope with? 

 Do you worry about material things? Money, clothes? We are all guilty of this 

at some stage – but does it always make us better people?  

 Where was I hurt without anyone noticing today, and how were my 

conversations?  
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These questions may be a good place to start and you may want to remember these 

throughout the evening.  

 

So maybe with those questions in your mind - I‟m going to now invite choir to sing – 

Lord You Have My Heart and I ask you to come forward row by row and 

collect a stone that is sitting at the front of the altar. If everyone could come up the 

middle, collect a stone and return to your seat and sit with the stone in your hand.  

 

WITH STONE IN HAND 

We are now in the time of Lent and we are preparing for Easter. During Lent we 

often think of Jesus in the wilderness. Whilst there, he was tempted to go away from 

the work God wanted him to do. He was tempted by the attraction of power, of 

wealth and honour. This was time he spent strengthening himself for his future 

work: for his preaching, healing, concern for people – work which would lead him to 

death on the cross. He needed this time to reinforce the choices he had already made. 

He was led into the desert by the spirit; God wanted him there.  

 

Tonight we might think of times when we have felt we were in the wilderness; when 

we felt that life was very rough, when we were in conflict with our family, when we 

were lonely, when we feared failure. Jesus says that he comes looking for us when we 

feel like that.  

 

What does it mean to be led into the wilderness? To find yourself without bearings, 

without direction, without food, drink, company? For many the wilderness is to be 

without direction. Not knowing how to find love, meaning, joy in life. Losing faith, 

hope, friends, commitment. This seems to be part of life. In the wilderness Jesus was 

tempted to lose direction and to change his plans. Can you allow yourself to find 

refreshment, faith and self – confidence when you feel in the wilderness of aloneness 

or of failure or confusion? In your desert wilderness you will know God: he comes 

looking for you then. If you trust and hope, you will know that you are not lost, for he 

has come to find you. It is not that he will bring you to his home but he will make his 

home in you.  
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All of you have a different stone in your hand. No two stones are the same shape or 

texture, each one is different. Just like us. It may make you think of strength and 

support but for others it may be cold and lifeless. I invite you now, to focus on your 

stone and to name in your heart what pain or trouble this stone means to you this 

evening. Invite God into your life and into your wilderness. Ask him for his help 

 

The Cloud’s Veil 
 

A reading from Matthews Gospel - PRIEST 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account.  

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  

1. For young people who are lost, lonely and confused, we pray they find friendship 

and a sense of direction in their lives.  Lord hear us (READER) 

All: Lord graciously hear us 

 

2. For all who have died, people we know and those of our family, and all who die 

unmourned, unloved and unremembered. Lord hear us (READER) 

All: Lord graciously hear us 

 

3. We pray for our families and friends. We pray that we may be grateful for the 

love and the thoughtfulness we show to each other. Lord hear us (READER) 

All: Lord graciously hear us 

 

4. Help us to be sensitive to the sufferings of others, to see, hear and feel the pain 

of God‟s people, especially those who are lonely. Lord hear us (READER) 

All: Lord graciously hear us 
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READER: Maths has been described as not making simple things complicated but 

making complicated things simple.  

Don‟t we all need to make things in life much more straightforward and simple. It is 

we who complicate life and make it so difficult at times for ourselves.  Even though 

older people recognise one of young people‟s greatest gifts is the ability to live 

uncomplicated lives.   

We have just listened to the beatitudes; eight simple statements taught by Jesus. 

They could be described as a straightforward and down to earth map of life; a series 

of directives helping us on our journey to be with God. They are simply stated, but 

are profound in meaning. They guide. They point. They teach. They show us the 

values that Christ cares about. The Lord is telling us to realise that he is with us, 

leading us each day of our lives.  If we are ready to accept his direction.   

To struggle on our journey through life, shows that we are human. Tonight,b we offer 

our struggles to the Lord. We bring to Him our questions, our worries and our fears, 

for which the Beatitudes provide HOPE.  If we keep the map out, we will get to our 

final destination.  

But whenever we have doubts and our troubles seem too heavy to bear like the 

person in the following poem, let us not forget that God has promised to be with us   

READER 

I walked the road of sorrow, a road so dark with care, 

So lonely, I was certain that no one else was there.  

But when I turned to notice, the road which I had trod. 

I saw two sets of footprints, my own ….and those of God. 
 

I now invite __________ and ___________ to carry daffodils to the front of 

altar. The choir will sing Footprints in the Sand. 
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READER (continued):  It‟s not hard to notice the bright colour that has just lit up 

the Church.  Today is daffodil day.  Daffodils are a symbol of spring and no matter 

where you go at the moment, you can‟t help but notice them everywhere.  

There are over 25,000 varieties of daffodils and they come in yellow, white, orange 

and even a peach/pink shade.  Daffodils found growing in the wild were among the 

first plants ever to be cultivated in Ireland. The Daffodil is the birthday flower of 

March, which brings great celebration to the return of spring.  

It is said the Daffodil also first bloomed during the time of Christ‟s Resurrection, and 

the Christian faith holds the flower in high regard as an Easter symbol. The legend 

says the Daffodil first appeared in the Garden of Gethsemane, during Christ's Last 

Supper.  It was a sign of great sorrow, and hope for better things to come.  

 

The daffodil is also used as a symbol for cancer care in Ireland. The Daffodil is a 

symbol of love and hope and new beginnings and it is this symbol that we focus on 

now. So no matter what trouble our stone represents, we trust that leaving it at the 

altar ensures that it is in God‟s care. I invite you to come forward now and to leave 

your stone and take with you a daffodil. As you come forward the choir will sing 

You Raise Me Up 

 
  

When everyone is seated and choir finish 1 person comes forward 

1. “Begin” (poem) 

READER (continued):  As our time of prayer comes to a close together we resolve to 

go from here with the following promises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.greenfingers.com/articledisplay.asp?id=949#keyword
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Value Yourself (Reader 1 and Reader 2) 

Reader 1: Right now somebody is proud of you and thinking of you 

 

Reader 2: Promise yourself to think only of the best to work only for the best 

and to expect only the best 

 

Reader 1: Right now somebody wants to talk to you and somebody wants to be 

with you 

 

Reader 2: Promise yourself to pursue your goals especially when you are facing 

difficulty.  

 

Reader 1: Right now somebody remembers you and praising God for you 

 

Reader 2: Promise yourself to spend some time each day with God as you 

would with your dearest friend 

 

Reader 1: Somebody wants you to know they are there for you 

 

Reader 2: Promise yourself you will notice and appreciate other things people 

do for you. 

 

Reader 1: Somebody wants to know you better, someone wants to be near you 

 

Reader 2: Promise yourself that you will make time to see the good in others.  
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Finally we have in our company this evening Fr Michael Moynihan. I invite him now 

to say a few words and to give the final blessing.  

Final hymn – Give Me Joy In My Heart   

 

 

 

 

 

  


