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THE WORD
FOR TODAY

Jesus answered "...For this ‘
I was born and for this I came e e ‘
into the world, to testify to ‘

the truth. Everyone who
belongs to the truth listens to
my voice." |

John 18: 37

I pray not only for them, but also for
those who will believe in me
through their word, so that they
may all be one, as you, Father, are
in me and | in you, that they also
may be in us, that the world may
believe that you sent me. And |
have given them the glory you gave
me, So that they may be one, as we
are one, | in them and you in me,
that they may be brought to
perfection as one, that the world
may know that you sent me, and
that you loved them even as you
loved me. John 17: 20-23

“‘Catholics must gladly acknowledge and esteem the
truly Christian endowments for our common heritage
which are to be found among our separated brethren. It
is right and salutary to recognize the riches of Christ
and virtuous works in the lives of others who are
bearing witness to Christ, sometimes even to the
shedding of their blood. For God is always wonderful in
his works and worthy of all praise.

Love gives rise to the desire for unity, even in those
who have never been aware of the need for it. Love
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builds communion between individuals and between
Communities. If we love one another, we strive to
deepen our communion and make it perfect. Love is
given to God as the perfect source of communion-the
unity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit-that we may draw
from that source the strength to build communion
between individuals and Communities, or to re-
establish it between Christians still divided. Love is the
great undercurrent which gives life and adds vigour to
the movement towards unity.

This love finds its most complete expression in common
prayer. When brothers and sisters who are not in
perfect communion with one another come together to
pray, the Second Vatican Council defines their prayer
as the soul of the whole ecumenical movement. This
prayer is "a very effective means of petitioning for the
grace of unity", "a genuine expression of the ties which
even now bind Catholics to their separated brethren".
Even when prayer is not specifically offered for
Christian unity, but for other intentions such as peace, it
actually becomes an expression and confirmation of
unity. The common prayer of Christians is an invitation
to Christ himself to visit the community of those who
call upon him: "Where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am | in the midst of them" (Mt 18:20).”

Pope John Paul 11

Be the great God between your shoulders

To protect you in your going and your coming
Be the Son of Mary near your heart

And be the perfect Spirit upon you pouring.
Amen. (Carol Ford)




